	
	
	



United Board Fellows Program
Thematic Webinar
Integrating Social Entrepreneurship in Higher Education: Learning from the ground
14:00 Bangkok Time, April 28, 2026 (Tuesday)
Introduction
Higher education institutions in Asia are increasingly expected to address complex social, economic, and environmental issues. Integrating social entrepreneurship (SE) into the core curriculum—across teaching, research, service-learning, and institutional mission—can promote academic excellence and social impact. Evidence shows that context-based SE programs enhance faculty skills, encourage interdisciplinary collaboration, and prepare institutions for meaningful change. This webinar will help United Board Fellows and alumni learn practical strategies from experienced speakers to integrate SE into university education.
Agenda
14:00 – 14:10 Welcome by Dr. Jakarin Srimoon (Program Director)
14:10 – 14:40 Ayu Cheupa’s Talk
14:40 – 15:00 Q&A
15:00 – 15:30 Dr. Saji Varghese’s Talk
15:30 – 15:20 Q&A
15:20 – 15:30 Reflection and Closing

ZOOM registration
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/mKk7zDEmTj2zt0TJdkcHfg  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.



Resource Speakers
1) AYU CHEUPA, FOUNDER OF AKHA AMA COFFEE
Ayu Cheupa began his professional journey with Child’s Dream Foundation in 2007 as an intern, quickly demonstrating commitment and capability that led to his transition into a full-time role within the education program in Thailand. Rising from assistant project manager to project manager by 2009, he gained valuable experience working directly with communities and managing development initiatives. In 2010, he took a significant entrepreneurial step by founding Akha Ama Coffee, a social enterprise aimed at supporting coffee farmers in Maejantai village, Chiang Rai. Under his leadership, the enterprise gained international recognition, including multiple selections for the World Cup Tasters Championship, highlighting both quality and impact.[image: ]
Over the years, his work has been widely acknowledged through numerous awards and leadership roles, including national recognition for social entrepreneurship and contributions to the coffee sector. Beyond business, he has actively engaged in global platforms as a delegate representing Thailand in international forums on food, sustainability, and social enterprise across cities such as Turin, London, Milan, and Seoul. His continued involvement in institutional committees, along with specialized training in coffee production, social enterprise, and design thinking, reflects a strong commitment to learning, collaboration, and advancing inclusive, community-centered development.

2) DR. SAJI VARGHESE, FOUNDER SUNBIRD STRAWS
Dr. Saji Varghese is an Associate Professor in the Department of English at Christ University, Bengaluru, and a Board Member of its Incubation Cell. He holds a Ph.D. in English from Nagpur University and brings over 23 years of experience teaching English language and literature at undergraduate and postgraduate levels in Nagpur and Bengaluru. Alongside his academic work, he has shown a sustained interest in innovative pedagogies and the integration of socially relevant learning within higher education.[image: CHRIST UNIVERSITY]
Beyond academia, he is a social entrepreneur with a strong commitment to grassroots innovation and sustainable livelihoods. He is the founder of Sunbird Straws, an initiative built around his patented innovation of biodegradable straws made from coconut leaves—recognized as one of the fastest patents granted in India in 2018. His enterprise has created employment opportunities for over 200 women in coastal India, with support from the Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India. His work has gained national and international recognition, including an invitation to be part of the Hon’ble President of India’s Business Delegation to the Philippines in 2019, and the Global Honey Bee Network Creativity and Inclusivity Innovation Appreciation Award organized through United Nations Development Program.
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